
 
 

 
Change the Stakes, a group of New York City parents and educators,  

promotes alternatives to high stakes-testing. 
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STUDENTS ARE NOT TEST SCORES! 
Change NYC’S Abusive and Destructive Student Promotion Policy NOW! 

 
As we approach the 10th anniversary of the heavily criticized adoption of the policy to retain 
students solely on the basis of standardized test scores, we urge the new leadership of the 
NYC Department of Education to dedicate maximum resources and attention to building a 
more educationally sound policy that supports learning.  Starting this school year state exam 
scores should NOT be used to determine grade 3-8 student promotion decisions.  A new 
policy should maximize use of all available information on student progress over the course 
of the entire school year and consistently provide appropriate support and intervention to 
struggling students. 
 
There are three major problems with the current policy:  

(1) Some students, including those who opt out of tests, are incorrectly identified as 
needing help, while students who have a serious academic weakness are often 
inadequately served because of the large numbers identified as academically 
weak.  

(2) Students in need of support in one subject are sometimes required to repeat an 
entire grade and help is sometimes neglected when a student is retained.  

(3) In establishing the expectation that state exams determine student promotion 
decisions, the policy devalues teaching and learning that occurs throughout the 
school year. 
 

Guiding Principles for a New Policy   

 Annual promotion should be the norm. 

 Decisions about a child’s promotion to the next grade should be made by 
educators who know the child.  

 Expectations should be developmentally appropriate. 

 Promotion policies must be transparent and enlist parents as partners. 

 Timely access to comprehensive support for students who are not performing at 
grade level must be ensured. 

 Summer school must be an enriching experience that builds on student strengths 
and addresses areas in need of support – not a punishment for failure. 


