
 

Blackline Masters: Answers to FAQ 
   MAKING AN INFORMED CHOICE ABOUT YOUR CHILD TAKING THE BLM TEST 

What is the Blackline Masters test?  
The Blackline Masters (BLM) is the first step of the Promotion Portfolio submitted for 
a student who either lacks scores or has failing scores on the State exams. The BLM is 
a standardized test used to determine student’s grade-level skills; the other 
components of the portfolio are a recommendation letter from the teacher and a 
selection of the student’s classroom work showing the progress your child has made 
during this year.  

What material is covered in the Blackline Masters (BLM)? 

The BLM has a math and a language arts section. The student chooses one nonfiction  
and one fiction passage to demonstrate reading comprehension; then the teacher 
provides a topic and the student writes a short response. Some of the work is done 
working one-on-one with the teacher, and some is done independently. The BLM test 
takes much less time than the April tests: The reading and writing takes children 
about an hour and a half, the math about an hour. 

What score on the BLM allows a student to automatically be promoted? 

A student is required to score a “high level 2” in order to be recommended for 
promotion. The test is scored by the student’s teacher and submitted to the principal 
for approval. 

Is the BLM considered a standardized, high-stakes test? 

Yes, it is high stakes in that the test score is being used to heavily influence the crucial 

question of promotion. If the student meets the expectation he/she is promoted. 
However, there is an opportunity to appeal a failing score. 

When does the BLM get administered by the teacher? 

Teachers administer the BLM after April testing is complete and in most cases before 
the school receives the scores. The same timeline is followed for students who opted 
out of the tests and those who are expected to get a low score and who the teacher 
believes should be promoted. Principals submit the Promotion Portfolio to the 
school’s Superintendent in June. 

Who makes the final determination to promote a student? 

The District Superintendent is responsible for the final approval. 



 
 

Blackline Masters: Answers to FAQ, continued 
 

Format of the BLM test 
 

ELA/Math Blackline Master Portfolio Assessments- 2013 
 

ELA 
 

Individual 
25 minutes 
approximately 
 

Leveled Text (4th Grade- Level O, 5th Grade- Level T) 
 

Group OR 
Individual 
30-45 minutes 
 

Passages - The reading passages are read independently and 
the questions answered out loud, but what if we had the 
questions written down and they answered them (They’re 
pretty simple to answer.) 
 

Group 
45min- 1 hour 
 

Writing Exercise  

 
 

MATH 

Individual 
30-45  minutes 
 approximately 
 

Portfolio Math problems w/ Teacher 

Group 
30 minutes  
approximately 

Portfolio Math problems independent 

 
In addition to these pieces, teachers select a writing piece with drafts and final draft and a classwork 
piece for math.  

 
Scoring of the written piece by teacher: 5-10 min.  

Scoring of the math sections by teacher: 5-10 min.  


